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improvement over former conditions. At last, the
protests and appeals of proprietors and people
prevailed, and Cornbury was recalled.

Quieter times followed, and in 1738 New Jersey
had the satisfaction of obtaining a governor all her
own. The New York Governor had always neg-
lected Jersey affairs, was difficult of access, made
appointments and administered justice in the in-
terests of New York, and forced Jersey vessels to
pay registration fees to New York. Amid great
rejoicing over the change, the Crown appointed
the popular leader, Lewis Morris, as governor.
But by a strange turn of fate, when once secure in
power, he became a most obstinate upholder of
royal prerogative, worried the assembly with ad-
journments, and, after Cornbury, was the most
obnoxious of all the royal governors.

The governors now usually made Burlington
their capital and it became, on that account, a
place of much show and interest. The last colonial
governor was William Franklin, an illegitimate
son of Benjamin Franklin, and he would probably
have made a success of the office if the Revolu-
tion had not stopped him. He had plenty of abili-
ty, affable manners, and was full of humor and
anecdote like his father, whom he is said to have